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Revving Petaluma:
SUSTAINABILITY CIRCLES IN ACTION

etaluma, California, 
SRSXODWLRQ���������ZDV�
RQFH�NQRZQ�DV�əWKH�HJJ�
FDSLWDO�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�ɚ�
DQG�GHFDGHV�ODWHU�LW�ZDV�
EULH˄\�GXEEHG�ə7HOHFRP�

Valley.” Today it retains some 
agrarian roots, but the town’s mixed 
HFRQRP\�RI�WHFKQRORJ\��FUDIW��IRRG��
DQG�DJULFXOWXUH�LV�IDFLQJ���VW�FHQWXU\�
GLOHPPDV��D�FLW\�EXGJHW�WKDW�KDVQɗW�
IXOO\�UHFRYHUHG�IURP�WKH�UHFHVVLRQ��
D�IRXU�\HDU�GURXJKW��DQG�ERWWRP�
OLQH�SUHVVXUHV�RQ�LWV�EXVLQHVVHV�DQG�
JRYHUQPHQW��FRPLQJ�LQ�SDUW�IURP�
ERRPLQJ��KLJK�WHFK�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR��DQ�
hour south. 
,Q�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�PDQ\�DWWHQWLRQ�

GHPDQGLQJ�SULRULWLHV��KRZ�DQG�
ZKHUH�GRHV�VXVWDLQDELOLW\�˃W�LQ"�/DVW�
IDOO��,�YLVLWHG�WKH�FLW\ɗV�˃UVW�5(9�
6XVWDLQDELOLW\�&LUFOH�WR�˃QG�RXW�
$�IHZ�PRQWKV�EHIRUH��˃YH�ORFDO�

FRPSDQLHV�EHORQJLQJ�WR�QDWLRQDO�DQG�
UHJLRQDO�EUDQGV�SOXV�WKUHH�SXEOLF�
LQVWLWXWLRQV�KDG�VLJQHG�XS�IRU�WKH�
5(9�6XVWDLQDELOLW\�&LUFOH�SURFHVV��
HDFK�FRPPLWWLQJ��������DQG�WZR�
SHRSOH�WR�RQFH�D�PRQWK��DOO�GD\�SHHU�
FLUFOH�PHHWLQJV�IRU�VL[�PRQWKV��SOXV�
homework in between meetings. The 
5(9�FXUULFXOXP�LQFOXGHG�VHVVLRQV�ZLWK�
H[SHUWV�RQ�HQHUJ\�HI˃FLHQF\��ZDWHU�
XVH�DQG�ZDVWH�UHGXFWLRQ��UHVSRQVLEOH�
SURFXUHPHQW��DQG�PHWULFV��DQG�
ZRXOG�WDNH�WKH�SDUWLFLSDQWV�WKURXJK�
WKH�VWHSV�RI�FUDIWLQJ�ə6XVWDLQDELOLW\�
$FWLRQ�3ODQV�ɚ�VHOOLQJ�WKH�SODQV�
internally, and then setting them into 
PRWLRQ��&ULWLFDOO\��WKH�5(9�SURPLVH�
WR�SDUWLFLSDQWV�ZDV�DERXW�PRUH�WKDQ�
GRLQJ�ULJKW�E\�WKH�HQYLURQPHQW��
%\�LPSOHPHQWLQJ�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�
VXVWDLQDELOLW\�SODQV��WKH\�ZHUH�WROG�
WKH\�ZRXOG�VDYH�WKHLU�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�
PRQH\�DQG�KHOS�WKHLU�EXVLQHVVHV�
FRPSHWH��

&LUFOH�SDUWLFLSDQWV�LQFOXGHG�
/DJXQLWDV�%UHZLQJ�&RPSDQ\��
7UDGLWLRQDO�0HGLFLQDOV��DQG�6WUDXV�
)DPLO\�&UHDPHU\��ZKLFK�DUH�
established regional and national 
EUDQGV��7KH\�DUH�LPSRUWDQW�SOD\HUV�
LQ�WKH�3HWDOXPD�HFRQRP\��EXW�LQ�WKH�
JUDQG�VFKHPH�RI�$PHULFDQ�LQGXVWU\�
WKH\�DUH�PLGVL]HG�HQWHUSULVHV��
FRPSDQLHV�ZLWK�EHWZHHQ�����DQG�
����HPSOR\HHV��,Q�WKH�XUJHQW�HIIRUW�
WR�˃JKW�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH��WKDW�PDNHV�
WKHLU�ZRUN�ZLWK�5(9�HVSHFLDOO\�
VLJQL˃FDQW��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�86�
Census Bureau, there were 141,358 
VXFK�FRPSDQLHV�QDWLRQZLGH�LQ�������
DQG�FROOHFWLYHO\�WKH\�UHSUHVHQW�
D�KDUG�WR�NQRZ�EXW�VLJQL˃FDQW�
SHUFHQWDJH�RI�HQHUJ\�FRQVXPSWLRQ�
and greenhouse gas emissions. But 
XQOLNH�ODUJHU�FRUSRUDWLRQV��IHZ�VPDOO�
DQG�PLGVL]HG�EXVLQHVVHV�FDQ�DIIRUG�
VWDII�ZKRVH�SULPDU\�ZRUN�FHQWHUV�RQ�
HQYLURQPHQWDO�LPSDFW��DQG�WKHUHɗV�
WKH�UXE��+RZ�GR�WKHVH�FRPSDQLHV�
˃QG�WKHLU�ZD\�RQWR�WKH�VXVWDLQDELOLW\�
WUDFN"�0DQ\�FDVK�VWUDSSHG�PXQLFLSDO�
JRYHUQPHQWV�DQG�WKHLU�DJHQFLHV�ɕ�
UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�OLJKW��KHDW��FRROLQJ��
SURFXUHPHQW��DQG�ZDWHU�IRU�ODUJH�
SXEOLF�HQWHUSULVHV�ɕ�DUH�FDXJKW�LQ�
D�VLPLODU�ELQG��5(9ɗV�6XVWDLQDELOLW\�
&LUFOHV�VHHP�WR�RIIHU�D�ZD\�IRUZDUG��
ZLWK�GLYLGHQGV�IRU�WKH�FRPSDQLHV�
DQG�JRYHUQPHQW�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�
HQYLURQPHQW�

6XVDQ�+RSS��RQH�RI�5(9ɗV�HQHUJHWLF�
FRDFKHV�IRU�WKH�3HWDOXPD�FLUFOH��
VDLG�WKH�HIIHFWLYHQHVV�RI�WKH�FLUFOH�
SURFHVV�UHVWV�RQ�WKUHH�&V��FRQWHQW��
FROODERUDWLRQ��DQG�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��
����&RQWHQW�LV�WKH�H[SHUWLVH�DQG�LGHDV�
brought into the monthly gatherings.
&ROODERUDWLRQ�JURZV�GLUHFWO\�IURP�

WKH�SHHU�FLUFOH�H[SHULHQFH��WKH�FLUFOHV�
EXLOG�ERQGV�DQG�ORFDO�VXSSRUW�QHWZRUNV�
DPRQJ�WKH�SHRSOH�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�

sustainability in their organizations — 
UHODWLRQVKLSV�LQWHQGHG�WR�ORQJ�RXWODVW�
WKH�VL[�PRQWK�5(9�FXUULFXOXP��
$QG�LQ�5(9�SDUODQFH��

FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�FRYHUV�D�ORW�RI�
JURXQG��IURP�DUWLFXODWLQJ�FOHDU�
DFWLRQ�SODQV�ZLWK�PHWULFV�DQG�
SURMHFWLRQV�RI�˃QDQFLDO�UHWXUQV��WR�
VWUDWHJLHV�IRU�RUJDQL]DWLRQDO�EX\�
LQ��WR�FRPPXQLFDWLQJ�JRDOV�DQG�
DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV��WR�FXVWRPHUV�DQG�
VXSSOLHUV��

Alexandra Fox, sustainability 
manager of Straus Family Creamery, 
VDLG�WKH�SURFHVV�KHOSHG�WXUQ�VLQFHUH��
EXW�YDJXH��DVSLUDWLRQV�LQWR�VSHFL˃F�
JRDOV�ZLWK�WLPHOLQHV��DQG�KHOSHG�WXUQ�
əRQH�RII�LGHDV�LQWR�D�KROLVWLF�SODQ�ɚ
7KH�FLUFOH�SDUWLFLSDQWV�JDWKHU�IRU�

their graduation day in a windowless 
FRQIHUHQFH�URRP��WDNLQJ�VSRWV�DURXQG�
D�VTXDUH�RI�WDEOHV�IDFLQJ�D�VFUHHQ�
GLVSOD\LQJ�3RZHU3RLQW�VOLGHV��7KH�
setting is out of “Dilbert,” but the 
DWPRVSKHUH�LQ�WKH�URRP�VNHZV�KLJK��
VFKRRO�UHXQLRQ��3HRSOH�JUHHW�HDFK�
other as old friends, and energy is 
high. 

The team from Santa Rosa Junior 
College said they framed their detailed 
SODQ�ɕ�FRYHULQJ�IDFLOLWLHV��WUDQVSRUW��
SURFXUHPHQW��DQG�HYHQ�WKH�VWXGHQW�
JDUGHQ�ɕ�ZLWKLQ�WKH�VWUDWHJLF�JRDO�RI�
FUHDWLQJ�D�FXOWXUH�RI�VXVWDLQDELOLW\��əVR�
WKDW�LWɗV�MXVW�PXVFOH�PHPRU\�ɚ�
ə:HɗYH�VWDUWHG�WR�ORRN�DW�RXU�ZKROH�

FDPSXV�LQ�D�GLIIHUHQW�ZD\�ɚ�-DQH�
6DOGD±D�7DOOH\��YLFH�SUHVLGHQW�RI�65-&�
Petaluma, told me.
7KH�6WUDXV�)DPLO\�&UHDPHU\�SODQ�

LQFOXGHG����LQLWLDWLYHV��UDQJLQJ�IURP�
QHZ�\RJXUW�FXSV�WKDW�XVH����SHUFHQW�
OHVV�SODVWLF�WR�DQ�DPELWLRXV�����
SHUFHQW�ZDWHU�UHFDSWXUH�JRDO�WR�əSRRS�
WR�SRZHUɚ�PHWKDQH�GLJHVWHUV��
7KH�$P\ɗV�.LWFKHQ�SODQ�HOHYDWHG�

VXVWDLQDELOLW\�WR�WKH�OHYHO�RI�WKH�
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FRPSDQ\ɗV�RWKHU�WRS�EXVLQHVV�SULRULWLHV��
TXDOLW\��VDIHW\��DQG�SUR˃WDELOLW\��
7KH�$P\ɗV�.LWFKHQ�WHDP�UHFUXLWHG�DQ�
LQWHUQDO�JURXS�RI����VXVWDLQDELOLW\�
DGYLVRUV�IURP�DFURVV�WKH�FRPSDQ\�WR�
JXLGH�ZRUN�LQ�˃YH�DUHDV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�
əDFWLYDWLRQɚ�RI�HPSOR\HHVɗ�HPEHGGHG�
HQYLURQPHQWDO�YDOXHV�
:LWK�LWV�SDUNV��VWUHHWV��WUDQVLW��SROLFH�

DQG�˃UH�GHSDUWPHQWV��D�VXEVWDQWLDO�
YHKLFOH�˄HHW��FRPPXQLW\�FHQWHUV��
DQG�D�PXQLFLSDO�DLUSRUW��WKH�FLW\�RI�
3HWDOXPD�IRXQG�PDQ\�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�
IRU�FRVW�VDYLQJ�LQYHVWPHQWV��7KHLU�
UHSODFHPHQW�RI�������OLJKWEXOEV�ZLWK�
/('V��IRU�H[DPSOH��ZLOO�UHTXLUH�DQ�LQLWLDO�
LQYHVWPHQW�RI�������PLOOLRQ�EXW�ZLOO�
VDYH����������DQQXDOO\�LQ�HQHUJ\�FRVWV��
7KHLU�əELRPDVV�WR�ELRIXHOɚ�ZDVWH�WR�
HQHUJ\�LQLWLDWLYH�VKRXOG�SURGXFH�WKH�
HTXLYDOHQW�RI���������JDOORQV�RI�GLHVHO�
IXHO�SHU�\HDU��$QG�D�QHZ�FLW\�SROLF\�
PDQGDWLQJ�HOHFWULF�YHKLFOH�FKDUJLQJ�
VWDWLRQV�LQ�QHZ�SULYDWH�GHYHORSPHQWV�
ZLOO�EXLOG�WKH�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�WR�VXSSRUW�
greener habits. The Petaluma team 
VHHV�WKH�FLW\ɗV�SODQ�DV�SDUW�RI�D�EURDGHU�
VWUDWHJ\�WR�DWWUDFW�DQG�UHWDLQ�VXVWDLQDEOH�
EXVLQHVVHV��,Q�RUGHU�WR�OHDG�E\�H[DPSOH��
VXVWDLQDELOLW\�PHWULFV�VXFK�DV�NLORZDWW�
KRXUV�UHGXFHG��UHF\FOHG�ZDWHU�GHOLYHUHG��
VROLG�ZDVWH�GLYHUWHG�IURP�ODQG˃OOV��DQG�
PRUH��ZLOO�EH�DGGHG�WR�WKH�FLW\ɗV�DQQXDO�
UHSRUW�
7KH�WHDP�IURP�3HWDOXPD�&LW\�6FKRROV�

ZDV�EOXQW�DERXW�WKHLU�SULPDU\�PRWLYH��
VDYLQJ�PRQH\��7KHLU�SODQ�LQFOXGHG�
UHGXFLQJ�ZDWHU�DQG�HOHFWULFLW\�XVH�E\����
SHUFHQW�HDFK�RYHU�WKH�QH[W�IRXU�\HDUV�
DQG�EULQJLQJ�VROLG�ZDVWH�əFORVH�WR�]HUR�ɚ�

7KH\�HVWLPDWHG�əFRVW�DYRLGDQFHɚ�RI������
PLOOLRQ�RYHU�WKDW�SHULRG��$V�LPSRUWDQW�DV�
WKH�PRQH\�LV�WR�WKH�FDVK�VWUDSSHG�VFKRRO�
V\VWHP��WKH�GHHSHU�FXOWXUDO�PLVVLRQ�RI�
WKH�VFKRROV�ZDVQɗW�RYHUORRNHG��
ə:H�KDYH�D�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�WR�WHDFK�

RXU�FKLOGUHQ�ɚ�5HQHH�6HPLN��SULQFLSDO�
of Petaluma Junior High, told the 
JURXS��ə7KH\ɗUH�RXU�IXWXUH�OHDGHUV�LQ�
sustainability.”
$W���S�P���MXVW�EHIRUH�WKHLU�

SUHVHQWDWLRQ��WKH�/DJXQLWDV�%UHZLQJ�
&RPSDQ\�WHDP�EURXJKW�RXW�WKHLU�EHHU��
:LWK�WDJOLQHV�OLNH�əUXWKOHVVO\�GHOLFLRXV�
IPA” and “lager like you like it,” they 
IXUWKHUHG�WKH�VRFLDO�DVSHFW�RI�WKLV�
VRFLDO�VHULRXV�RFFDVLRQ��(SSD�5L[H\�
DQG�.\OH�6DO]EHUJHU�FRQFHGHG�WKDW�
GXH�WR�WKHLU�UDSLG�JURZWK��HYHU\RQH�LQ�
WKH�FRPSDQ\�LV�VWUHWFKHG��DQG�WKH\ɗYH�
NHSW�WKH�VXVWDLQDELOLW\�WHDP�VPDOO�WR�
FRQVHUYH�SHRSOHɗV�WLPH��7KHLU�GHWDLOHG�
SODQ�FRYHUHG�HYHU\�DVSHFW�RI�RSHUDWLRQV��
IURP�VRODU�URRIV�WR�SDSHU�WRZHOV�DQG�
ORZ�˄RZ�WRLOHWV��7KHLU�əDZHVRPH�
JRDOVɚ�LQFOXGHG�SURGXFLQJ�]HUR�ZDVWH�E\�
����������SHUFHQW�UHQHZDEOH�SRZHU�E\�
������DQG�PRYLQJ����SHUFHQW�RI�WKHLU�
VKLSPHQWV�WR�UDLO�E\�������$GRSWLRQ�
RI�QHZ�ZDWHU�WUHDWPHQW�WHFKQRORJ\�LQ�
WKH�ZDWHU�LQWHQVLYH�EUHZLQJ�SURFHVV�
LV�SURMHFWHG�WR�VDYH����PLOOLRQ�JDOORQV�
RI�ZDWHU�D�\HDU�LQ�SDUFKHG�&DOLIRUQLD��
7KHLU�˃QDQFLDO�DQDO\VLV�VDLG�WKDW�D�����
PLOOLRQ�LQYHVWPHQW��SULPDULO\�LQ�ZDWHU�
WUHDWPHQW�DQG�VRODU��ZLOO�QHW�DQQXDO�FRVW�
VDYLQJV�RI����PLOOLRQ��5L[H\��VWUDWHJLF�
SODQQLQJ�PDQDJHU�DW�/DJXQLWDV��WROG�WKH�
JURXS��ə:HɗUH�VWRNHG�ɚ
,QGHHG��DV�FLUFOH�SDUWLFLSDQWV�PRYHG�

RXWVLGH�IRU�SKRWRV�LQ�WKH�EULJKW�
DIWHUQRRQ�VXQ��LW�VHHPHG�OLNH�HYHU\RQH�
ZDV�VWRNHG��$OWUXLVP��FDPDUDGHULH��DQG�
GHWDLOHG��VKDUS�SHQFLOHG�SODQV�KDYH�
FRQYHUJHG�WR�PDNH�DPELWLRXV�JRDOV�
seem, in this moment, anyway,
YHU\�DFKLHYDEOH��$QG�LV�WKDW�KXPDQ�
HQHUJ\�ɕ�WKH�HVVHQWLDO�MXLFH�IRU�WXUQLQJ�
WKHVH�SODQV�LQWR�PHDVXUDEOH�SURJUHVV�ɕ�
VXVWDLQDEOH"�,I�LW�LV��WKH�FRQQHFWLRQV�
IURP�WKH�FLUFOH�ZLOO�EH�WKH�˄\ZKHHO��
ə7KLV�LV�IDPLO\�ɚ�-DPLH�.LQJ�RI�WKH�

3HWDOXPD�VFKRROV�WROG�WKH�5(9�&LUFOH��
“Call me anytime.”

“Altruism, camaraderie, and detailed, sharp-penciled plans 
have converged to make ambitious goals seem, 

in this moment, anyway, very achievable.”
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Jay Harris is best known for his career 
as a publisher and media consultant — 
he’s helped build such indy media 
stalwarts as Mother Jones and The 
Hightower Lowdown – but lately he’s 
been indulging his inner journalist. With 
national politics as gummed up as they 
are, Jay is especially interested in writing 
stories that show the power of markets 
and enterprise to drive desperately 
needed change.


